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July 28, 2020 
 
Dear MECDHH/GBSD staff and school board members: 
 
We have been asked by the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) to present our pandemic 
response plan to the school board. As we are a statewide agency, we are thinking broadly and writing 
a plan that allows our staff to continue safely collaborating with various CDS sites and school 
districts to meet the language and educational needs of our students and families. Our top priority is 
the safety and well-being of all of our staff and the children we educate.  
 
Schools statewide have been asked to plan for three possible scenarios: 

• A full reopening of school 
• A hybrid scenario that includes both in-person school and remote learning 
• Full remote learning  

Maine DOE will assist school districts in determining when it is advisable to return to in-person 
instruction. Determinations will be based on the following two factors:  

1. Maine Counties’ Risk of COVID-19 Spread for Schools  

To inform local school administrative unit (SAU) decisions about whether and how to bring students 
back into the classroom, Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Maine CDC) have developed a system to categorize counties. This 
categorization is based on a holistic assessment of quantitative and qualitative information. It 
includes, but is not limited to, recent data on case rates, positivity rates, and syndromic data (e.g., 
symptoms of influenza or COVID-19).  

• Categorization as “red” suggests that the county has a high risk of COVID-19 spread and that 
in-person instruction should not be conducted.  

• Categorization as “yellow” suggests that the county has an elevated risk of COVID-19 spread 
and that hybrid instruction models should be adopted.  

• Categorization as “green” suggests that the county has a relatively low COVID-19 risk and 
that in-person instruction can be adopted – although a SAU may opt for hybrid instruction if 
its buildings or readiness make adhering to the Required Health and Safety Measures for All 
Schools a challenge.  

The initial 3-tiered health advisory system will be posted on July 31, 2020 and updated every 2 
weeks.   

  



 

 

2. School capacity for implementing the following health and safety requirements 
The following health and safety measures are required for schools to open safely, according to 
Maine DHHS/CDC guidance. These requirements apply in all risk levels, including “Green” 
designation.  

1) Symptom Screening Before Coming to School  
2) Physical Distancing and Facilities   
3) Masks/Face Coverings  
4) Hand Hygiene  
5) Personal Protective Equipment  
6) Return to School after Illness 

MECDHH/GBSD has addressed each of these areas in our COVID-19 return to school 
handbook. 

It is our intent to maintain the safety and well-being of our staff and students. We have written a 
return to school safely guidance document that will be shared with staff. In addition to this document, 
we offer the following guidance:  
 

• Early Childhood and Family Services staff that work with children birth – age five. 
We will continue to follow the guidance and direction of Child Development Services.  
Currently home visits for children 0-2 continue to be provided virtually.  For children age 3-5, 
services are currently being provided virtually unless the IEP team convenes and determines 
the following: 

o The child is not making adequate progress virtually and face to face instruction is 
determined to be the most effective means of providing services 

o The preschool or Pre-K program is providing face-to-face instruction with a clear 
safety plan in place. 

o The family documents that they are requesting face to face services for their child 
o The MECDHH provider has been provided with appropriate PPE and has met with 

their supervisor to review the preschool’s safety plan and MECDHH practices for a 
safe return to school  

o Approval from the Director of Statewide Education and Family Services has been 
granted 

• Mackworth Island Preschool Program 
Mackworth Island Preschool Program will be following the guidance of Child Development 
Services and Department of Health and Human Services Childcare licensing guidance to 
make decisions about fall opening. 

 
• Governor Baxter School for the Deaf Programming in Portland Public Schools will be 

following the back to school plan that is approved by the Portland Public Schools school 
board with additional MECDHH safety and access measures put into place described in the 
MECDHH COVID-19 return to school handbook.  
 

• Brewer Regional Site will be following the back to school plan that is approved by the 
Brewer School Department School Board with additional MECDHH safety and access 
processes in place as described in the MECDHH COVID-19 return to school handbook. 



 

 

 
• MECDHH Public School Outreach (PSO) staff will follow the school they are assigned to 

reopening plans. Consultation and Special Designed Instruction may continue to be offered 
virtually. In the event a school is offering face-to-face services and requests in person services 
the following process will be followed:  

o The MECDHH provider will be provided with appropriate PPE and will meet with 
their supervisor to review the referring school’s safety plan  

o MECDHH practices for a safe return to school will be reviewed in regards to how they 
will be implemented in the referring school 

o The PSO coordinator will fill out the “Request to Provide Itinerant Services In-person 
Form” and send to the Statewide Education and Family Services Director for review. 
The director will approve or deny with explanation and next steps identified.  

o Service delivery will be reviewed every two weeks or sooner if requested by the PSO 
provider.  

This link may be helpful for parents to determine the wellness of their child to attend school on any 
given day: https://mainedoenews.net/2020/07/22/covid-19-infographics-available-for-schools-
families-and-youth/     
 
It is anticipated that schools statewide will release their plans early in August, but we know changes 
may need to take place. We will ensure our staff are prepared to change from one educational 
scenario or the other as needed.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience as we seek the best educational scenario for our children and 
staff. May you enjoy your time with your families. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Owen J. Logue, Ed,D. 
Executive Director 
MECDHH/GBSD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mainedoenews.net/2020/07/22/covid-19-infographics-available-for-schools-families-and-youth/
https://mainedoenews.net/2020/07/22/covid-19-infographics-available-for-schools-families-and-youth/

